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Remembering The Fallen on Memorial Day 
By Lauren Puglisi  

Community seniors, town officials and high 
school band members came together last 
Friday to show homage to soldiers who lost 
their lives serving the military. The 
gathering came during the annual Memorial 
Day Ceremony at Jackson Senior Center on 
Don Connor Blvd. 

The sun was out and American flags of all 
sizes were waving proudly as local veterans 
listened to the Jackson Memorial High 
School's band play the "Star-Spangled 
Banner" and "God Bless America." 

Director of Recreation and Senior Services 
Steven Eisenstein approached the podium, 
taking the microphone first to express the 
day's importance. 

"The attendance here today is outstanding," Eisenstein said. "We are here to 
remember those who served that have lost their lives and to show thanks to those who 
are serving now." 

Pastor Christopher Soleberry of the Hope of Glory Worship Center in Jackson then 
dedicated a prayer of military remembrance to the audience. 

"Freedom comes at a high price. We must honor those that have come and gone for 
the sake of our country so that we can live freely today," Soleberry said. 

During this time, everyone in attendance bowed their heads to remember the soldiers 
fighting for our country today as well as those that have lost their lives. 

Councilwoman Emily Ingram, Councilman Scott Martin, councilman-elect Michael 
Kafton and Business Administrator Phil Del Turco attended the event on behalf of 
Jackson's governing body. 

In the absence of Mayor Mark Seda, Ingram asked veteran war soldiers to stand 
amongst their neighbors as she read a proclamation as a tribute to the special day. 

"On behalf of the governing body of Jackson Township, I would like to honor today 
as a time to remember and recognize those that have served this country," Ingram said. 

"It's important for all of us as Americans to remember those who have made the 
greatest sacrifice of all by fighting for our freedoms," Martin added, "and for that we 
will be forever grateful to the men and women of our armed forces." 

One of the most memorable guest speakers of the morning who brought tears of joy to 
many of the members of the audience was Dorothy Burnes. She said that she believed 
that all people should understand the meaning of celebrating Memorial Day, this year 
and every year. 

"The god that gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time," Burnes said. "This is a 

--Photo By Lauren Puglisi The Ladies 
Auxiliary of the VFW and Jackson's 
Color Guard proudly held the American 
flag during Friday morning's Memorial 
Day Ceremony. For more photos from 
this event, visit our photo galleries at 
www.micromediapubs.com. 
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day where all Americans can join together in the honor of those who answered our 
nation's call. We are strong, we are united and we will remain so for those who have 
unselfishlyfought for this country." 

As the ceremony came to a close, war veteran Vinny Rubio presented a poem to the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the VFW Post 3. 

"This day is for all of the boys that went to war, that we will never forget and will 
always hold in our hearts," Rubio said as he handed the poem to the ladies. 

After the speeches were complete, 150 members of the senior center stood together to 
listen to the sounds of the famous military musical piece "Taps" before retreating into 
the center for a luncheon catered by the Jackson Township Food Services. 

"Memorial Day is such an important day for our community and I am happy that we 
had beautiful weather and a great turn out," Sheri Silversmith, the Senior Center's 
program administrator, said as she welcomed guests into the center. "The guest 
speaker Dorothy Burnes, the town council and the Jackson Memorial band did an 
outstanding job. Overall, this was a wonderful day at the center." 
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